Prognosis.?If it be the case that this disease so often involves the mastoid cells and tympanic attic, our expectations with regard to any treatment short of a radical operation will not be sanguine. These adnexa cannot be properly drained without free opening up of the bony recesses which compose them.
On the other hand, if it be the case, as I shall try to show, that practically every case can be cured by the help of the radical operation, the prognosis and the treatment will be correspondingly modified. In giving a prognosis, the condition of these recesses is of the first consideration. If the disease has lasted several years, and if it has originated in scarlet fever or measles, it is not likely that mere washing and drying, however thoroughly done, will effect permanent stoppage of the discharge. If removal of granulation masses be followed by their reappearance in spite of careful cleansing, it is almost certain that nothing short of a radical operation will effect a cure.
On the other hand, if the disease has not originated in a virulent cause like scarlet fever or 
